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Dear ldr. Chairman.

r wríte in response to your retter of uay 4, zoo7, regarding your
investígation ínto the pre-war interrigence and rrag,i atternpts todevelop nucLear weapons. rn addÍtion to requesÈing documentsreflecting particular communications between Èhe Eþ<ecutive office ofthe PresÍdent and the Departments of state and Defense and the centralrntelligence Agency, you also ask for .'a11 inË,ernal Eop documents andcorrmunications, " includíng any relating to the statement in the 2003State of the union Address that Èhe trBritísh government has learnedthat Sad.dam Hussein recently sought sígnifícant quantiÈÍes of uraniumfrom Àf rica. ,,

The committee's purpose in pursuing this inquiry into pre-war
interligence ís uncrear. t¡he veïy same subject maLter--the accuracyof pre-war intellÍgenee regarding rraq's possession of hreapons of rnassdestruction, includíng Ehe specific Íssue "whether fraq sought uraníumfrom Niger"--has been extensively and exhaustível_y examined.-by atleast. one other committeê of Congrress and etq)ert, bipartisan
commissions. rndeed, few matters in recent tímes háve been asthoroughly examined as Ëhis one.

Prior inquiríes have been conducted by, anong others, a committee ofcongress with expertÍse in ínteLligence and an independent bipartisancommission. These ínqr.riries have proceed.ed with diiigence over thepast few years and resul-ted in the prrblication of rengthy reportscontaining detailed. findings, analyses, and reconmend.ations forchange. the Executive Branch, to my knowledge, has cooperated lvíththose ínquíries þr making scores of indivi¿uåts available forintervier,vs and testi-nony and disclosÍng tens of thousands of pages ofdocuments. so, too, has the hltrite House a¡lpropríatel-y accoïünodated.previous requests for ínformatíon, AilniniiÈration officials have goneto lengths to address matters that your requesL seeks to exanine anew.The prior inquíries and informatj-on ouherwJse available to the
Committee ínclude Ehe following:

o Assesqments of the senate serect Çoltonitte" .o.n Intelligence
ZOO3, the SSCI

condueted a thorough inguíry into pre-war intelligence a¡rd theexistence of weapons of mass destructíon in rraq.- The sscilsevaluation ínc1uded. numerous hearings, Ínterviews of hu¡dreds ofindùviduals, and a revÍew of over 30,000 pages of documents. Thesscr Bublished iÈs first ïeport, entitled .u.s. fntelligence
conununity's prelvar rntelligence Assessments on rraq, " in both








